
 

 

Retrospective Wilma Roos, senior policy advisor Mondiaal FNV 
and former member of Advisory Board ICN 
 
Impressive black and white photos 
It has been almost 40 years ago, in 1982, that I cycled through the beautiful center of Utrecht to 
see a photo exhibition about India. A fellow student in Social Geography had persuaded me: as 
one of the first volunteers of the India Committee of the Netherlands, he established this 
exhibition. And because I was curious about his activities at the ICN, I gladly went along. 
Impressive black and white photos showed a shocking world of poverty, inequality and caste 
discrimination that I was not aware of. I had already arranged a research internship to Mexico 
joined the Mexico Committee Netherlands (in the 70s and 80s there was for almost every third 
world country a separate solidarity committee), otherwise my study and work might have looked 
very different. 
 
Back to India 
For years we - the fellow student had become my partner in the meantime – spent our time in 
Latin America and Africa for our study and work. It was not until 2003 that I became involved in 
India again, this time through my work at Mondiaal FNV. As in 1982, I was impressed by the 
diversity of this country, by the harrowing inequality, but also by the fighting spirit of the trade 
union movement. I didn't have to think twice when Gerard Oonk asked me to join the ICN 
advisory board. I thought it would be a good addition to my work with the trade union 
movement in India. 
 
Violence against women 
From my time in the advisory board, I especially cherish 
warm memories of the various strategy weekends in which I 
was privileged to participate in. Especially of the fact that 
time was taken to discuss the added value of ICN in terms of 
reducing human and labour rights violations in India. A joint 
action point was the theme “violence and intimidation 
against women”. An immense problem in India that can 
never be given enough attention. In preparation for ILO 
convention 190, against violence and harassment in the 
workplace, Mondiaal FNV and ICN conducted a joint study in 
2016 in which the experiences of our various partners were 
shared in an illustrative publication. I will never forget the 
public discussion meeting on the Oudegracht in Utrecht 
where this publication was presented. Viyakula Mary, 
director of our joint partner SAVE, gave a presentation of the 
horrors in the spinning mills of Tirupur. The many photos of 
young girls who did not survive this were a bit too much for the audience, but made it clear that 
an organisation like ICN - now Arisa - still has a very important function to fulfill. 
 

 

https://arisa.nl/wp-content/uploads/NoSexualHarassment.pdf

